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Such has been the intensity of public feeling on
the slavery question, since the organization of a
sectional party, that all other national questions
hare leen more or less lost sight of. For weal
or woe, that question will soon be settled. In
om form it must be settled. Union or no Union,

the people of America cannot perpetually neglect
their dearest interest for the sake of the everlast-
ing negro.

Among the many subjects which must re-

engage the attention of our people, will be that of
the tariff. To a civilized and trading people,
their commercial system is of the very first im-

portance. Upon judicious and wise commercial
regulations must depend in a large measure the
prosperity of every branch of national labor. To
secure such regulations demands an amount of
both theoretic and practical sense in the states
man, such as no other single subject requires.
Upon this subject of the laws of trade and com-

merce t.ie world has been long and obstinately
in error; but in this, as most other matters, it has
been making very distinct progress. The United
States was the first to adopt the principles of free
trade inpractice, however, but partially. Eng-

land and France have followed our example in ac-

cepting the principle, and have advanced far more
certainly and surely in practice. This is not to
be wondered at when we consider the position
and surroundings of these nations. Our govern-
ment, resting purely on the popular will is nec-

essarily more prompt to accept reforms and
more wavering in their support, than the old and
well establ.shed monarchies.

Besides this, our utter infatuation on the negro
question hits so diverted the national mind from
this question, as to enable the friends of the
bounty or protective system to exercise an undue
weight on these questions. Our rights have been
invaded while we slept. The old, false dogmas
of the protectionists have been again and again
thrust upon the country, and under Republican
rule bid fair to triumph.' That triumph, we un
hesitatingly assert, will be as short-live- d and dis-

astrous to the party as their negro policy. The
latter is based upon a desire to gain a sectional
advantage; the former upon a desire to win special
and unjust privileges and bounties for particular
classes The Terr objects that underlie such
movements forbid their acceptance in a free
country, where all men are entitled to share
equally in the benefits of government. The
odious distinctions made and the unjust bounties
paid, by the system of protection, can never be
borne by freemen; nor can the commercial policy
of such a ay item be sustained for a moment be-

fore enlightened man. The whole system is
based upon injustice to the great mass of the
community; and is at the same time utterly erro-

neous in principle as a fanatical measure.
When the time comes for refighting this ques-

tion before the people, these positions will be
made clear, and the subject thoroughly discussed.
In the meantime, it is gratifying to see that there
are minds which comprehend already that the
next conflict on this subject will not stop short
with a simple defense. The war next time will
be carried into Africa. The people of the North-
west will ultimately settle this question, and settle
it finally. It is an utter impossibility for th
great agricultural, commercial and consuming
people of the North-west- , to submit to this re-

strictive system, and suffer themselves to be taxed
millions annually to fatten the manufacturing
monopolists of the East. Their interests are too
immense to suffer it to pass without a thorough
investigation. When that investigation is made,
let our Eastern masters rest assured that we shall
rend their rotten chains like pack thread. The
North- - west will not only not pay tribute to any part
of this Confederacy, but wilt demand such a
policy as will give free trade with the whole Con-

tinent, and in the end with the whole world. On
this question, in the future, the New England
landlords of the loom, and the Peusvlrania iron
mongers will no longer hare to contend with the
South and hare in their aid all the prejudice of
their secLon. The war will be one where "Greek
will meet Greek." We rather lone for the battle
to come which shall establish an enlightened and
liberal commercial policy for America, and free
the North-we- st from her present tributary position
to the East. N. Y. Herald.

Opinion of the Press Upon
isrurtal.

the In- -

Thx Iacgci al or President Licol:c. The
inaugurat of President Lincoln appears in our
columns this morning. We are inclined to think,
from its clumsy and awkward construction of
sentences and want of literary excellence, that it
is a labored composition. We see traces of the
author of the silly and senseless speeches from
Springfield to Washington in the ill taste which
introduced, almost in the commencement of the
address, an allusion to an extract from the Ch:
cago platform of the Republican party, vhim
good judgment and correct policy would havj
carefully excluded from it. It shows that Mr.
Lincoln's thoughts are upon his p rty and h s
party creed bow .he former may be preservel
and the latter cir-is-"1 out when he thus brings
them so pror.'., '

i the foreground.
The geccni t;r of the message is not

conceived in a hpr - spirit, neither is it appropri-
ate or jciicious. I ne discussion of the abstract
rifcht of jfceession ' preposterous and idle, for it
is with stem facte nd realities that we have now
to deal, rather rha.i with metaphysical disputes.

The friends o:' compromise and Union will find

little or nothing to rejoice over in the Message.
It speaks the views not of conservative Republi-
cans, but of the radicals of the Chase and Gree-le- v

stamp, who are opposed to all compromise.
There is, it is trie. a faint approval of a National
Convention to amend the Constitution; but he
say? nothing of what his friends would do in that
body to bring about a pacification. There is a
shorter way to amend the Constitution than that
of a Convention much shorter but be approves
the loncer method. The fact that he advocates
no general principle of compromise or pacifica-
tion, a measure which is imperatively demanded at
the presei.t time, is most disheartening, especially
to the friends of the Union in the border slave
Slates, who have relied upon the hepe that he
would take some tangible ground which they
could maintain at home against the secessionists.

He indicates very decidedly his sentiments to
be for coercion of the South." It is plainly inti-

mated that he will consider it his duty to collect
the revenue in the seceding States, enforce the
laws there, and hold occupy and possess the forts
and property belonging to the General Govern
ment in those States. The wisdom of a policy
is to be judged by its fruits. We religiously be-

lieve that if this programme is carried out, it will
drive every border slave State from the Union,
bring on sanguinary civil war with all the South-
ern States, from Delaware to Texas. It will de-

stroy the Union permanently, beyond aiv pros-

pect of reconstruction. It will inflict upon the
country calamities and miseries which will make
our era memorable in history, and from which
humanity will stand aghast.

Nothing is more certain than that will be the
effect of Mr. Lincoln's force programme. Its
impolicv. madness and blindness can not be too
stroncl v condemned. We trust that the 'current
of events and experience" to which he alludes
will induce him to abandon the idea of coercion.
for otherwise the nation will be plunged into ir-

retrievable ruin. Sagacious men of all parties
long since made up their minds that coercion is

not to be thought of that it is no remedy for,
but would be an aggravation of all our ills.

We fear the message will have a very unhappy
effect in the South, and tend to widen the chasm
which separates it from the North, and render a
solution of our difficulties more difficult; that it
will tend, in fact, to precipitate the crisis. We
have the most painful evidence in this inaugural
that Mr. Lincoln is not a statesman; that he lias
not the least conception of that character, and
that the destinies of our country, at this critical
7eriod in its historv and fortunes, have been com

to one incompetent to Isold them. It is
it that we must relv upon Mr. Lincoln hav

ing good advisers, or the most terrible disasters
will overtake us. On. Enquirer.

The a !dress, as we understand it, proposes, so
far as enforcing the laws is concerned, to leave
the present status untouched, and favors, with re-

spect to remedial measures, the assembling of a
National Convention. In other words, we under-
stand Mr. Lincoln, instead of contemplating the
recapture of the forts and other impossible
achievements, to adopt essentially the line of ac-

tion pursued by Mr. Buchanan, with the assur
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ance that " current events and experience " may
induce him to modify or change even that. This
is our understanding of the address; and this, if
not everything we could desire, as we own it is
not, is at least much more and much better than
we were tempted to fear. And such we think
must be the judgment of every reflecting and
candid patriot. But we have neither time nor
space to discuss the address this morning. Lou
itcille Journal.

All we have to say is mM it will sadly disap
point those who hoped that Mr. Lincoln would
take a conservative position in his address. New
Albany Ledger.

The Presidect's Ixaugikal. Elsewhere
we print a full report of the inaugural address of
President Lincoln.

No public document for years has been looked
for with so much anxiety by the people, for all
have felt that the momentous question of peace
or wa was to be decided by it.

And as the lightning yesterday bore the words
we print as they fell from the lips of the Presi-
dent, to every town and city in the country, mil
lions ot treemeu heard them with such feelings
as only the patriot can experience at the an-

nouncement that one section of his country is to
meet another section in battle's stern array, that
brother must meet brother with sword and bayo-
net, and that our fair fields and beautiful plains
must be drenched in the blood of the honest hus-

bandmen who are now cultivating them.
We have heard but one opinion of the inaugu

ral expressed, and that opinion is, that it is a de-

claration of war.
We do not think any other construction can be

on it; for, though it bears some traces of the
esuitism of their Premier, it is too clear, too di-

rect, too explicit to be misunderstood, or to leave
room for hope of peace.

Its main propositions may be summed up in a
few words:

1. He considers the Chicago platform as a
"LAW" to his party and himself, to be carried
out in its letter and spirit.

2. He will carry out the Constitution, as his
party understand it, and protect the rights of
the States, as asserted by Massachusetts and Il-

linois.
3. He wants the fugitive slave law modified so

as to better guard the persons of the free negroes
in the slaveholding States.

4. He would have it provided by law, that the
clause of the Constitution which guarantees that
IM citizens of each State shall be entitled to all
the privileges and immunities of citizens in the j

several States, shall be enforced. As he differs
from the Drl Scott decision on this subject, he
would doubtless insist on giving the negro voter
of Massachusetts all the privileges and immuni-
ties of citizenship in Kentucky.

5. He is not willing for the policy of the Gov-

ernment to be fixed by the decisions of the Su-

preme Court, which, iii matters pertaining to pub-

lic affairs, he would regard as of no more author-
ity than the opinions of six or seven able lawyers
in a private statute.

6. He does not think that the Union is dis-

solved, maintaining that the Confederacy is in-

dissoluble.
7. He holds that the action of the people of

the seceded States is legally void and ot no ettect
and should not be recognized by the federal

K Anv acts of the Government of the touted
tf . m . .1pr.rc States winch mav tie at variance w un me

laws or policy of the Government at VN aslnngton
ill be treated as " insurrectionary ana revolu

tionary.
9. Regarding the Union as unbroken, he will

take care that the laws of the government over
which he presides shall be faithfully executed in
"ALL THE STATES."

10. He will collect all duties and imposts " in

the ports of the seceded State-.- "

11 " THE POWER CONFIDED TO ME
him WILL BE USED TO HOLD, OCCUPY,

AND POSSESS retake THE PROPERTY
AND PLACES BELONGING that belonged
TO THE GOVERNMENT."

12. He would not object to amendments to the
Constitution if sanctioned by the legislatures or
conventions of twenty-seve- n States.

There is not a word in it from which the patri-

otic and peace-lovin- g friend of his country can
derive consolation.

It leaves no chance for peace but in the uncon-

ditional submission, humilliation, shame, degra-
dation, and slavery of the seceded States; and
not only is there no man in those States that
would not blush in shame if he were capable of
thinking that they ought to hesitate in their ac

tion, but there is no man worthy to enjoy liberty
or fit himself for aught else than bondage in any
slaveholding State that would be willing tb see
even bloodshed averted on such terms.

The address will be read with care and atten-

tion by the people of the border slaveholding
States.

It will teach them the hopelessness, the folly,
the madness of trusting to the honor, to the love

ofjustice, or to the patriotism of the people of
the free states.

T will hnn them the terms on which, for the

present, they will be permitted remain with the
North.

It will do more to fire their hearts, than all
that Southern writers have Denned or South
ern orators spoken.

It will dissipate the hopes of the sanguine,
clear the doubts of the undecided, and nerve all
for what is to follow.

May God inspire the hearts of the people of
Kentucky with wisdom and courage equal to the
emergency! Louisville Conrier.

Indiana. Benevolent Institution.
Every Indianian is proud of the Asylums for

the Deaf and Dumb, the Blind and Insane which
have been built and sustained by a cheerfully

.id tax upon the citizens of the State. Every
county has citizens whose friends have received,
or are now receiving treatment, at one or the
other of those Institutions. Hence it is not at all
s.ng dar that the warmest ties of regard and
friendship have been created in the hearts of
hundreds of citizens of Indiana for the humane
and experienced Superintendants who have, for

.io many years, amid all political changes, con
tinued at the head of those Institutions.

Dr. Athon, Superintendent of the Insane
Asylum, has no superior in point of qualification
tor the position he has so long occupied with honor
to Liimself, with credit to the State and advantage
to those afflicted persons who have been com-

mitted to his care. Dr. A. has in every county,
friends who will never forget his kind attentions
to their relatives, and especially is this the case
in Cass county. Those friends will leirn with
sorrow that a scheme is matured at Indianapolis
to remove Dr. Athon from his position in the In
sane Asvlum. for the awful sin of being a Demo-

crat. No other crime is laid to his charge.
Democratic Trustees have never thought that
Democratic principles required proscription in our
benevolent institutions. Mr. Thomas Mac Intire
has been for years Superintendent of the Asylum
for the Deaf and Dumb, notwithstanding he has

. , . r i I

always neen Known to De an opponent 01 me
Democratic partv, and Democratic Trustees could j

have removed him at anv time, had they thought
thnt political utimiiitn shoriltl bo made tet in
the management ot those Institutions. It is left
for men, who proless to be governed by more
philanthropic principles than they accord to Dem-

ocrats, to engage in a work of proscription which
will excite in the hearts of fair men of all parties
the most supreme contempt for its advocates, if
thev persist in its prosecution.

We learn from Indianapolis that Mr. DeHart,
Senator from this District, in a caucus of Repub-lica-

members, last week, advocated the policy
of excluding all Democrat from the management
ot the Uenevoient institutions ot the State, even
to the hands that work in the kitchen. It will
not be an agreeable task for Mr. DeHart to meet
some of his Republican friends of Cass county
after his vote or influence has aided in removing
Dr. Athon from his present position in the Insane
Asylum. Such Republicans would justly regard
the removal of Dr. Athon as a great public cal-

amity, and would remember Mr. DeHart to his
sorrow as long as he resides in this county. Men
of all parties here would condemn such a course.
The Democracy alwavs elected a part Republi
cans on each Board, and no one has an objection
to the Republicans having a majority now. Let
them select men of character, who will look to
competency and not politics citizens who do not
have an ax to grind in the shape of furnishing
supplies, or poor relations who need places.

We hope that better counsels will prevail, and
tSat there will be a sufficient number of honora
ble Republican Senators and Representatives to
defeat a sordid scheme which, if successful, must
mantle witli shame the cheeks of thousands of
Republicans who had hoped for more honorable
ihings of the representatives of their party.

Pharos.

Cexsvs or New Jersey. The Secretary nf
State of New Jersey on Wednesday last pre
sented to the Legislature an abstract of the Stale
census. The total population is 672,1)24. Of
these 644.0) are whites, 24,936 are free col
ored and eight slam

XST Landlords should note that Delzell k
Smith, real estate agents, can rent their houses if
any one can. The demand on them now is more
than they can supply. They collect rent
promptly and in advance.
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Sketche of the Members of the Itr
publican Administration.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, PRESII'ENT.

Abraham Lincoln, Presideut of the Northern
confederation, was born in Kentucky, February
12, 1809. His ancestors, belonging to the society
of Friends, originally 'set Jedin Bucks county,
Pennsylvania, whence they removed to Virginia,
and subsequently settled in Kentucky, where the
subject of this memoir was first introduced on the
stage of life. Mr. Lincoln, imbued with the
wandering proclivities of his ancestry, soon re-

moved to Spencer county, Indiana, where he re-

mained for fourteen years. He here received a
limited education. In 1830 our subject removed
to Illinois. Shortly afterwards he served as
captain in a regiment of volunteers in the war
against Black Hawk. After sustaining a defeat,
in 1832, for the Legislature he was elected to
that body for the three succeeding terms by the
Whig party. During his term he studied law,
and subsequently engaged in practice at Spring
field; although still devoting great attention to
politics, serving as Whig elector in several Presi-denta- l

elections. He was elected to Congress in
and serve! three years, distinguishing

himself by his pertinacity in sustaining the Wil-mo- t

Proviso, in connection with Seward, Chase,
& Co., and his opposition to the Mexican war.
In 1843 he supported the nomination of Gen.
Taylor, and in 1852 wa3 very active for the suc-

cess of Gen. Scott. In 1849 he was defeated by
Gen. Shields for the United States Senatorship,
and again lträö by Judge Trumbull. In 1856
Mr. Lincoln - name headed the Fremont elec-

toral ticket. He was first, however brought in
public notice by his memorable campaign against
Douglas for the Senatorship.

HANNIBAL HAMLIN, VICE PRESIDENT.

Hannibal Hamlin, the Vice President, was born
in Paris, Oxford county, Maine, on the 27th of
August, 1809; is a lawver by profession; was a
member of the Maine Legislature from 18sV5 to

was elected a Representative to the
Twenty eighth Congress, and was re elected to
the Twenty ninth Congress; was a member of the
House of Representatives of the State Legisla-
ture, in 1847, and elected to the United States
Senate, May 26, 1848, for four years, to fill the
vacancy caused by the death of John Fairfield.
He was d for six years, July 25,1851,
and elected Governor of Maine, January 7, 1857,
resigned hi. seat in the Senate and being inaugu-
rated as Governor on the same dav. On the 16th
of the same month he was as United
States Senator for six years, and resigned the
office of Governor, February 20 1857. Mr. Ham-
lin was formerly a Democrat, but prior to his
election ns Governor of Maine he changed his
politics and attached himself to the Republican
party,

WM. II. SEWARD, SECRETART OF STATE.

Mr. Seward was born in Orange county, in the
Stitc of New York, on the 16th of May, 1801.
He was educated at Union College, in this State,
and took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1&20,
and Master of Arts in 1824. At the age of
twenty one he established himself at Auburn, in
the profession of the law, and soon acquired a
lucrative and extending practice. Early in his
public ard professional life he traveled in the
Southern slave States, and is supposed to have
formed at that time the opinions and principles
hostile to slavery, to which he has since given ex-

pression. To a greater degree than is known of
any other American state-ma- n 31r. humner, per-
haps, excepted the object of his life seems to
have been to counteract the extension of slavery.
Upon other questions Mr. Seward's policy may be
described as humanitarian. He is in favor of the
education of the people, of the amelioration of
the laws and of the developement of the material
resources of the United States. In these respects
he has ever been among the foremost of American
statesmen, and may justly claim the praise be-

stowed upon him by his friends, and scarcely de-

nied by his opponents, of being "the liest and
cletrest head in America." In 1830 he had ac-

quired such influence and character that he was
elected a member of the Senate of the State of
New York, then the highest judicial tribunal of
the State, as well as a legislative body. In 1834,
at the close of his term of four years, he was
nominated a candidate for the Governorship of
the State of New York, in opposition to Mr.
William L. Marcy, the then Governor, and, later,
the distinguished Secretary of State of the United
States. On this occasion Mr. Seward was de
foatad hr 1 majority of nearly 10,000. In 1839,
his party becoming bolder and stronger, he was
triumphantly elected, in opposition to Mr. Marcy,
the majority being greater than his previous
minority. Without having paused through the
lower stratum of the House of Representatives,
he was in 1849 elected to the Senate of the United
States for six years. He gave so much satisfac-
tion that he was in 1855.

8. f. CHASE, SECRETARY OF TREASIRT.

Salmon Portland Chase was born Cornish, N.
H., on the opposite bank of the Connecticut river
from Windsor, Vt., in the vear 1KK When nine
years of age his father died, and three ye rs after
this bereavement, in 1820, young Chase was
found at the seminary at Worthington, Ohio, then
conducted by the venerable Bishop Philander
Chase, his uncle. Here he remained until Bishop

e accepted the Presidency of the Cincinnati
College, entering which, our student became a
chief among his peers. After a year's residence
at Cincinnati, he returned to his maternal home in
New Hampshire, and shortly after resumed his stud
ies in Dartmouth College.Hanover, where he grad-- u

ite.l in 1826. He shortly after commenced the
study of law in the city of Washington, under the
guidance of the celebrated William Wirt, then
Attorney General of the United States. He sus-
tained himself during the years of his professional
studies by imparting instruction to a select school
for boys, composed in part of the sons of the most
distinguished men of the nation. He was ad-

mitted to the bar at Washington in 1829, aud in the
following year returned to Cincinnati and entered
upon the practice of his profession, in which he
soon rose to eminence, and in which he was dis-

tinguished for industry and patient investigation.
He was subsequently elected a member of the
United States Senate, and upon the expiration of
his Senatorial term, he was put in nomination for
Governor of Ohio, and elected. He wa3 again
put in nomination for Governor, and was again
elected to that position.

SIMON CAMERON, SECRETARY OF WAR.

Gen. Simon Cameron' was born in Lancaster
county, Pennsylvania. Reverses and misfortunes
in his father's family cast him very early in life
on the world to shape and carve out his own for-
tunes. After having removed to Sunbury, in
Northumberland countv, his father died, while
Simon was yet a boy. in 1317, he came to Har
rishurg and bound himself as an apprentice to the
printing business to James Peicock, who is still a
resident of Harrisburg, and one of its most worthy
and respected citizens. During this time he won
the regard and esteem of Mr. Peicock and nil his
fellow workmen by his correct deportment, his

intelligence and faithfulness. His davs
were devoted to labor and his nights to study.
Having completed his apprenticeship he went to
Washington City, and was employed as a journey-
man printer. In 1824, though scarcely of com-
petent age, he had attained such a position and
influence that his party then in the ascendant v
in the Congressional DaU-ic- t proposed to nom-inat- e

him for CongreW, an honor which he
promptly declined, as interfering with the enter-
prise m which he was then engaged. He was ap
pointed Adjutant General of the State in IflH, asj
office which he filled creditably and acceptably
during Gov. Shultz's term; and in 1821 .unsolicited,
he was appointed by Gen. Jackson as a visitor to
West Point, a compliment, at that time, tendered
only to most prominent citizens. To no single man
within her borders is Pennsylvania more indebted
for her great system of public improvement and
public instruction. Nor did he hesitate to invest
his own means, when prosperity ami fortune
dav.ne.1 upon him. in enterprises of great public
importance. In 134 he originated and carried to
successful completion the H arrisburg. Mount Joy
and Lancaster Roilroad. surmounting difficulties
and prejudices which would hae appalled and
paralyzed a man of ordinary energy and detcrmi
nation. In 1838 he was nominated for Congre-- v

but declined. He was engaged in public enter-
prises from which he would not permit himself to
be drawn aside by any consideration of office or
personal elevation. In 1851 he was m iinlv in

South,
another

wanting to lorm direct and continuous nil-roa- d

to New York city, the great commercial
metropolis of the Union. General Cameron's
practical mind soon suggested the mode and man-
ner of supplying this want; and the Lebanon
Valley Railroad organized, and
that road built, and consolidated with the

and Reading Railroad. In 1S32
General Cameron was elected Cashier of the
Middleton Bank position which he held lor

of Susquehanna Railroad Company, President
of the Lebanon Valley Railroad Company, Pres-
ident of the Commonwealth Insurance Company,
and Cashier the Middletown Bank, besides le

director and manager in several other institu-
tions, and having large private business of his
own to manage and superintend. Notwithstand
ing the vast labor and responsibility of these po- -

sitions, performed the duties of them
and successfully.

MONTGOMERY BLAIR, SECRETARY Or THE NAVY.

The State of Maryland will be represented in
the Lincoln Cabinet by Judge Montgomery Blair,
who resides at Montgomery Castle, near Silver
Spring, Montgomery county, Maryland. Judge
Blair is a son of Francis P. Blair, well known in
Gen. Jackson's time. He graduated at West
Point, went to the State of Missouri, practiced
law in Louis, was made Judge, and was d

by President Pierce one of the Judges of!
the Court of Claims, from which place he was
removed by President Buchanan. Judge Blair
is now in the prime of life and mental vigor, and
there is no man south of Pennsylvania who is

MM devoted to republicanism, or who is more
popular among the radical Republicans all over
the North and West. He is son-in-la- of the late
Hon. Levi Woodbury, of New Hampshire, and
brother of Frank P. Blair, Jr., Congressman elect
from the St. Louis district.

C. B. SMITH, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Mr. Smith is well known in Indiana, aud is re
puted to be possessed of a vigorous intellect and
considerable administrative tact and ability. He
has been in Congress, and was Commissioner on
Mexican claims. In regard to his political faith,
it is not certain that he has made any deciwve
declaration, but it is very generally presumed that

is a moderate Republican.

GIDEON W ELLES, POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Mr. Gideon Welles, of Connecticut, is the
Northern Postmaster General. Mr. Welles has
been for upwards of thirty years a leading politi-
cian in Connecticut, and for much of that time has
been connected, directly indirectly, with the
public press, wielding partisan pen, and alwavs
exhibiting evidences of unquestionable hostility to
his opponents in the advocacy of his opinions, po
litical or otherwise. He for some time held the
office of Postmaster of Hartford, under Mr. Van
Buren 's Administration, and left the office soon
after the election of Gen Harrison, in 1840.
During a part of Mr. Polk's Administration he
occupied an important position in the Navy De-

partment. Like many other prominent Northern
Democrats, Mr. Welles disagreed with his party
on the subject of the repeal of the Missouri
promise, which breach was still further increased
by the Kansas policy of the Pierce and Buchanan
Administrations. The Territorial question being
the chief one at issue, liecame identified with
the Republican party soon after its organization.
and since been one ot its leader.--, taking a
prominent part in its conventions, State and na-

tional. He was a delegate from the State at
large to the Chicago Convention, aud constituted
one of the committee to proceed to Springfield
with official notice Mr. Lincoln's nomination.
He was also one of the Presidential electors. Nor
was isit to Springfield the first lime he had
met that distinguished geutlcnan. While in
Hartford, a year or more since, they formed a
somewhat intimate acquaintance, which re-

sulted in the warmest mutual friendship, and
confidence; so that Mr. Lincoln has, in the selec
tion, no doubt, acted as much upon his own per-
sonal knowledge and estimation of the man as
upon any solicitation of prominent New England
Republicans.

EDWARD BATES, ATTORNEY GENERAL.

Edward Bates was born on the 4th of Septem-
ber. 1793. on the banks of James rl er, in the
county of Goochland, Virginia, about thirty mile- -

above Richmond. He was the seventh son. and
.voungest child of a family of iwelve children, all
of whom lived to a mature age, of Thomas Bates
and Caroline M. Woodson. Both of his parents
were descendants of the plain old Quaker families
which had lved for some generation- - in the lower
countries of the peninsula between Janie-- ; aud
York rivers. They were married in the Quaker
meeting, according to the forms of that simple and
virtuous people, in the vear 1771; but in 181 the
father lost his membership in the Society of
Friends by bearing arms in the siege of York-sow- n

a volunteer private soldier under Lafay-
ette. In 1805, Thomas F., the father. died, leav-
ing a verv small estate and a large familv. Left
at any early age an orphan, and poor, the son was
fortunate in what is better than a patrimony, a
heart and a will to labor dilligcntly promo
tion. Besides, several of his brothers were in-

dustrious and prosperous men, and treated the
helpless with generous affection. One of them,
Firming Bute, or rs'onliumberland, Virginia,
took him into his family as a son, and did a
father's part to him. He had not the benefit of a
collegiate education, being prevented by an acci-
dent the breaking of a leg which stopped him
in the middle of his course ol study, and confined
him to home for nearly two years. In child-
hood he was taught by his father, and after-
wards had the benefit of two years' instruc-
tion of his kinsman, Benjamin Bates, of Han-
over, Virginia, a most excellent man, who,
dying, left behind him none more virtuous and
few more intelligent. In 1M2, having renounced
service in the navy, and with no plan ol life set
tied, brother Frederic (who was Secretary of
the Territory of Missouri from 1807 to lc2U,
wh'.-- the Suite was formed, by successive appoint
mints under Jefferson, Madison and Monroe, and

second Govornor of the State) invited him to
come out to St. Louis and follow the law, offer-
ing to see him safely through his course of study.
He accepted the invitation, and was to have
started started in the spring af 1813, but an un
looked for event detained him for a year. Being
in his native county of Goochland, a sudden
call was made for volunteers to march for Nor-
folk, to repel an apprehended attack by the
British fleet, and he joined a company in February,
marched to Norfolk, and served October of
that year, aa private, Corporal and Sergeant, suc-

cessively. The next he set out for St.
Louis, and crossed the Mississippi for the hist
time the 20th of April, 1814. Here he studied
very diligently in the office ot Kutii:-- . Laston, a
Connecticut man, good lawyer, regularly edu-
cated at Litchfield, and some time a delegate in
Congress from Missouri Territory. He came to
the bar in the winter of 1816-1-7, and practiced
with success as a beginner. In 1833 he was elected
Judge of the Land Court of St. Louis county,
and after serving in the office about three yeirs
he resigned and returned again to the practice of
law. He acted as President of the River and
Harbor Improvement Convention which at
Chicaeo, and in 1852 acted as President of the
Whig National Convention which met at Balti-

more. In 1850 he was appointed by President
Filmore and confirmed by the Senate Secretary of
War, but declined the appointment for personal
and domestic reasons. Mr. Bates compli-
mented with the honorary degree of LL. D., in
1858, by Harvard College. Some cars before he
had been honored with the same degree by Shurt-lef- f

College, Illinois.

Greeley va. Greeley.
The New York Tribune hoists the following

flag at the head of its columns:
" No Compromise! No Concession to Trai-

tors ! The Constitution as it is ! "
Is otwithstanding this, Greelet. on the fifth of

August last, wishing to supplant Mr. Seward,
wrote to the Tribune:

A Siun. The developments of public scnti
ments, and the fruit of agitation in the Territo
nes themse vej, appeared concurrently almost
certain to secure the non extension of slavery
thereto, even in the absence of Congressional pro
hibition. Our opinion of the Wilmot proviso has

changed one hair but the necessitv for it is
far le-- s than it has been, while the practica

bilitv of enacting it appears to have receded into
the vague future. Note, therefore, wv are trilling
to compromise ami take half our rvjht, rather than
continue a controversy from which we can antici
pate no good, but apprehend great evil.

" Comment on the above is unnecessarv."

a rmy w

A I EST yiESTION FOR 1'RESIPENT l.IN. OI.N.
Hon. A. B. Rowan of Louisiana. Hon. Martin J
Cniwfonj of (Georgia, and Hon. John Forsyth of
Alabama, have been appointed by the Southern
Congress Commissioners to proceed to Washing
ton aixl settle, if possible, the difficulties which
exi-- t between the two Governments in relation to j

the distribution ot public property.
This is grand opportunity for a display ofthat

hv Konub.much aunted .lacksonian grit which............. : t : . e l . c a ' k I .. . . . ' rureiunnaiiuii 01 uie ausquenannan lican organs, the countrv has been led to expect
Railroad Company, now consolidated with the from the Administration. The principle has
Northern Central Railway, by which the upper ' been broadlv laid down bv the Republican partv
valleys of the Susquehanna are connected with and its representative head that the being
the capital of the State. There was sti'l j in a state of revolution, is nece.-sari- h in a state of
iiiik a
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rebellion. This being the case, these three Com-
missioners, first, must have the courage to to
Washington and run the risk the reception
which may there await them. If not, thev
unworthy the of the people and interests" they
repesent. Second, if President Lincoln carries
out his jiolicy und has pluck in proportion to his
inches, he must have every one of these gentle
men arrested on the spot for treason, indicted.
tried and Iiuiil' on Capitol Hill. Let him fail to

twenty sev-e- consecutive years So that aliout do this, and he stultifies himself and his partv
the year I Nil. he was at the same time President

of
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tW Kx West Point Cadet Lane, son of Ex
Senator Lane, who resigned Ips position at West
Point, some time since, has received a commission
in the Southern army, under President Jefferson
Davis. He passed through Washington a few

dart since, en route for the South.

Greeley Refuted Out of Hie Own
nouth.

The Tribune says "an overwhelming ma-
jority of the people have just instructed the Fed-
eral administration to insist on the very princi-
ples and measures" which the proposed conces
sions require it to resign; and it asks, is the Re-
publican party to succumb to the will of the
minority? By no means, Massa Greeley. The
figures in your own almanac refute you, showing
that the Republican party who elected Lincoln
arc in a minority instead of an overwhelming
majority of the people. These figures are:
For Lincoln 1,857,610
For the other candidates 2,804,560

If to this vote we add 50,000 for South Caro-
lina, whose vote is not counted, because she
elects the President by her legislature, the ma-

jority against Lincoln is one million of votes.
But these figures do not tell the whole truth, for
the official returns which we published show that
the majority is over a million. Lincoln was
elected by a plurality and not a majority of the
popular vote. With what audacity, therefore,
does the Tribune dare to say that the President
of the Republican party is elected by an over-
whelming majority of the people, and that, there-
fore, the minority are bound to succumb! The
argument cuts the other way, for if there be any
virtue in the opinion of majorities, then it is the
Republican party and their platform which must
go under. ff. Y. Herald

The Inn nun ra 1 tddrrstof .Tlr. LincolnThe Country no Wiser than It wua
Before la Coercion the Policy!
It would have been almost as instructive if

President Lincoln had contented himself with tel-

ling his audience yesterday a funny story, and let
them go. His inaugural is but a paraphrase of
the vague generalities contained in his pilgrimage
speeches, and shows clearly, either that he has
not made up his mind respecting his future course,
or else that he desires, for the present, to keep
his intentions to himself. The stupendous ques-
tions of the last month have been whether the in-

coming administration would adopt a coercion or
a conciliation policy towards the Southern States;
whether it would propose satisfactory amend
ments to the Constitution, convening an extra
session of Congress for tae purpose of consider-
ing them; and whether, with the spirit of the states-
men who laid the corntr stone of the institutions
of the republic, it would rise to the dignity of the
occasion, and meet as wa fitting the terrible crisis
through which the country is passing. The inau-
gural give no satisfaction on anv of these points.
Parts of it contradict those that precede them,
and where the adoption of any course is hinted at,
a studious disavowal of its being a recommenda-
tion is apyended. Not a small portion of the
columns of our paper, to which the document is
amplified, look as though they were thrown in as
mere make weight. A resolve to procrastinate
before committing h'inself, is apparent through
out. Indeed Mr. Lincoln closes by saying that
"there is no object in being in a hurry," and that
"nothing valuable can be lost by taking time."
Filled with careless bonhomie us this first procla-
mation to the country of the new President is, it
will give but small contentment to those who be-

lieve that not onl v its prosyeritY but its verv ex
istence is at stake.

The inaugural opens by deliberately ignoring
the true issue between the Southern and North
ern States. It declares that the slaveholding
members of the Confederation have no grievances;
that "nobody is hurt," or will have a right to
imagine himself hurt, untd the peculiar intitu
tion is actively invaded where it exists. "Appre-
hension." he says, "seem to exist among the
people of the Southern States, that their proper- -

ty, and their peace, and jK?rsonal security, are to
be endangered. There has never been any reas-
onable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the
most ample evidence to the contrary has all the
while existed, and been ojten to their inspection."
The same spirit runs through the whole speech.
He quotes the Chicago Platform resolution against
John Brown, as though that were an
reply to objections, and elsewhere exclaims: "Is
it true that anv right written in the Constitution
has been denied? I think not." Yet, in the line
and a half, which is all that he thinks proper to
devote to the momentous question of the common
Territories, out of which has grown the sectional
strife which convulses the Lnion, he virtually
kicks to pieces the whole ground word of Repub
lican aggressions, aud confesses thcuntenableuess
of their past claims. "Must Congress." he savs,
"protect slavery in the Territories? The Consti-
tution does not expressiv sav."

A couple of paragraphs devoted to the fugitive
slave law contain an acknowledgment of his duty
to enforce it, but, while emphatically promising
to do so, the President quibbles respecting the
manner ot carrying out the law, and interpolates,
for the benefit of Ins Abolitionist friends a querv
respecting free negroes which is completely out
ot place. ' Might it not be well, lie asks, in
their behalt, "to provide bv law for the enforce
ment of tliat clause in the Constitution, which
'guarantees that the citizens of each Stateshall
be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of
citizens in the several States.' 1 his a covert
fling, of course, at South Car dina, whose recent
legislation on the subject of free negroes is thus
held up for reprobation.

The Union, Mr. Lincoln reminds us, has not
provided, in the National Constitution, for its own
destruction; but, "in contemplation of universal
law." it must be "perpetual" indeed, and this
should ere.it lv console the Bourbons aud the
Rajah of Scinde, "perpetuity is the fundamental
law of all National Governments." Therefore,
"I shall take care," he continues, "that the laws
of the Union be faithfully executed in all of the
States. Later, however, he pavs a tribute to
the 'rieht of revolution," with which his first
declarations are scarcely consistent. He savs
' This country, with its institutions, belongs to
the people who inhabit it. v henever thev shall
grow wen it of the exiiting Government, thev
can exercise their constitutional right of amend
ing, or their revolutionary right to dismember or
overthrow it. But he passed on to declare the
purposes of his Administration, in relation to the
States that have secede 1 a fact he abstains from
directlv referring to in a manner so murkily ab
struse, and intentionally contradictory, that, at
first sight, he appears nearly, it not quite, mcom
prehensible. He tells us that
laws, there need be no bloodshed or violence, and
there shall be none, unless it is forced upon the
National authority. The power confided to mr
tcill be used to hold, occupy and possess the prop-

erty and places belonging to the Government, and
collect the duties and imposts, but beyond what
may be necessary tor these objects there will be
no invasion no using of force against or
amongst the people anywhere." It is impossible
to interpret these sentences otherwise than as a
pledge to the cocrcionists that forts Sumter and
Pickens shall be reinforced; forts Pulaski, Moul
trie and the defenses of the Belize retaken; and
that Sjuthern cities shall be blockaded, and the
revenue collected, outside of such ports of entry
as Mobile, Charleston. New Orleans and Savan-
nah. If such words mean anything, it is w ar,
and the beginning of such civil horrors, as have
never yet been witnessed in any age. No honeyed
phraseology, or subsequent recantation, can en-
tirely extract the rsjMaTJ they contain.

Yet on explanation follows, which is designed
to cover up, as far as possible, the terrible suicidal
threat that precedes it. The President goes on:
"Where hostility to the United States shall be so
great and so universal as to preient competent
resident citizens from holding the Federal office,
there will be no attempt to force obnoxious
strangers among the people that object. While
the strict legal right nay exist of the Government
to enforce the exercise of these offices, the attempt
to do so would be so irriLating and so nearly im-

practicable withal that I deem it lic.ter to forego
for the time the use of such offices." And
again: "The Government, my dissatisfied fellow-countryme-

will not assail you. We are not en-

emies, but friends. We must not be enemie-.- "

"Suppose you go to war, you can not fight always,
and when, after much loss on ooth sides, and no
gain on either, you cease fighting, the identical
nuestiori, as to terms ol intercourse are again
before you." These disclaimers of hostile intent
would be hailed with rejoicing if they could be
deemed sincere They seem, indeed, to contra-
dict the previous terrible menace; but we fear
they mean no more than if the Southern States
make no resistance, when the Administration
shall lie ready to attack them, there shall be
eice; the endeavor to repulse the Federal Gov-

ernment will, however, be regarded by the latter
as a lieginning of hostilities. We shall soon see.
It may possibly be that coercion and conciliation
have been meted out, in two phrases, to satisfy,
qaaJly, the moderates and radicals of the Repub-

lican party , and the Goi ern ment is still undecided,
with regard to the practical policy it will be ad-

hered to
The President philosophises about the rights ot

majorities and minorities in a common place
manner, prefatory to an endeivor to weaken the
authority of the Supreme Court, and especially
of its Dred Scott decision, by asserting that but
a temporary weight attache- - thereto, "as each
particular case decided by the Supreme Court,
may be afterwards overruled in some other case."
This attack upon the highest tribunal in the land.

significance, as it is a quisj indorsement
of one of the pet plans of Mr. Seward, one of
whose strongest motives for desiring a national
convention, is to effect a reconstruction of the
federal judiciary, in such a manner as shall de-

prive it of much of the power and dignity it now
poiseaset.

Xut a single pledge or proposition, with regard
o the future is contain in the inaugural message,
from beginning to end. Mr. Corwin's amend-
ment to the constitution is referred to bv Mj.
Lincoln, as though he had not read it; and, at the
time he spoke, he was unaware it had passed the
Senate. He holds "its provision to be already
implied in constitutional law;" although he has
"no objection to its being made express and irre-
vocable." He was unconscious that he had him-
self quoted the substance of the amendment of
Hr. Corwin, as embodied in the resolution of the '

Chicago platform, declaratory of the rights of
is nearlvthe States under the constitution. It

identical w ith in language. Of a national con- - tuat lt be spread upon the journal. This request
vention, Mr. Lincoln onlv that "he should was denied, we presume, for the reason that the
favor rather ft," while "he makeoppose refutation overwhelming and it turned theno recommendation am umendnient the . .

Constitution." tables upon his accusers. As the Jour nal pro
Ill a word, the inaugural is not a crude perform-

ance it abounds in traits ol craft and cunning.
It bears marks of indecision, and yet of strong
coercion proclivities, with serious doubts whether
the Government will be able to gratify them. It
is so clearly intended to admit of a double, or
even of any possible interpretation, that many
will content themselves with waiting for the pro-
gress of events, in the meanwhile, seeking in it
for no meaning at all. It is neither condid nor
st itesmanlike; nor does it possess any essential of
dignity or patriotism. It would have caused
Washington to mourn, and would have inspired
JefferSon, Madison, or Jackson with contempt.
With regard to the ultimate projects of Mr. Lin-
coln, the public is no wiser than before. It is

to be trusted that he is vet ignorant of them
himself. Ar. Y. Herald.

The Two Confederacies The Heal
Crisis I pun I's.

To-ila- y the two American Confederacies as-

sume form and shape under their new Govern-
ments. The following shows the composition of
their respective Cabinets:

President
Vice President. . . .

Sec. of State
Sec. of Treamry. .

Sec. of Interior. . .

Sec. of War
Sec. of Navy
Postmaster ien'l.
Attorney General.

NORTHEK

coNrancKATiox.
.Abraham Lincoln.
.Hannibal Hamlin.
.Wm. H. Seward.
.Snlmon Chase.
.Caleb B. Sm..h.
.Simon Cameron.
. Montgomery Blair,
.(iideon Welle.

Edward Bates.

rhe Southern Confederacy

80CTHFR

Jefferson Davis.
A. H. Stephens.
Robert Toombs.

8. Meinmiuger.
Vacancy.
L. P. Walker.
John Perkins, Jr.
H. T.KIlett,
J. P. Benjamin.

it appears, has
already decided upon most of the financial, mili
t'irv tii vil i iKi-- f run linrr : nAräcairv tr if

defense consolidation. It authorized the he 'r ' late Attorney General had not
issue of a loan of $15,000,000 to provide for the
immediate wants of the Government; it has
adopted measures for the formation of a small
navy sufficient to protect its harbors and coasts;
it lias organized an armv of thirty thousand

l drilled men. and it has laid in an immens' sup
ply of provisions and breadstuff's, thus giving the
lie to the Republican organs which have been
tell.ng their readers at the North that the South-
ern people were alreidy beginning to surfer from
want of food, and would soon be starved into
submission. This accounts for the large amount
of pold which has found its way to the North-we-t- .

anil which has been to a certain extent lien- -

etitting here by helping to alleviate the embar
occasioned to the mercantile com

munity bv the stringency of the monev market.
In addition to these, the Southern Congress has

passed several otner measures which attest its
foresightandseIt-reIian.ee- . It has adopted a tanfi
MViMMsl in its application, but which will answer
its purpose bv giving the new Uoveniment a por
tion the revenue that it will require. The na- -

tional loan ol $lo,00,00(l. which has only been
emitted within a few days, has, it is stated, been
all taken MB. In addition to this, Georgia has
appropriated 1,000,000, South Carolina $675,-00- 0,

Louisiana 500,0!H) and Alabama $500.000
for the necessities of the confederation. It is
amply supplied with munitions of war; for. as the

orthern journals have been taking care to in- -

torm the public, the seedling States have seized
on w ar materiel, belonging to the nation, amount
ing in value to 1,000,000. but which it is
true they olbbr to pay a reasonable price for when
the accounts between the two Governments conic
to be souared up. if that should ever take place.
In point of military organization they have been
equally favored, haing secured the nucleus for a
splendid army and navy through the resignation
of the numerous military and naval officers enu-
merated in the list which we published yesterday,
and who comprise some of the best officers in
the service, the greater part them having been
e (m ated at West Point, or on board the national
veels.

In matters of internal economy the Southern
Government has set us an example which would
have been well for us if we had long since ini-t- i

sjstj ourselves. It has decided, for instance, to
make its postal service self sustaining; and. in
order to equalize its receipts and expenditures,
propose- - to discontinue all useless contracts, abol-
ish postoffices that are an expense, do away with
the system of free newspaper exchanges and the
franking privilege, all of which constituted the
great obstacles to the proper working of the De-

partment. Thus it will lie seen that statesman-
like views have presided over the preliminary
measures of the new Southern Government, and
that it is arming itself for all contingencies. In
the seceded States men seem to animated by
but one spirit, owing the failure in Congress of
a settlement of the existing difficulties, and they
entertain strong hopes now, we fear destined to
be realized, that they will be joined by the border
State-- .

Such are the condition and prospects of the new
Southern Confederation cr this 4th day of March,
1861 , a day likely to prove one of the most
memorable in history.

On the other hand we have the Northern con-

federation, which is to inaugurate the President
elect to-da- y. The new Government, if it is not
openly and btjMN in favor of coercion, is in hopes
of settling the differences between orth and j

South by attempting to retake the Federal forts,
and to collect the revenue by means of a block
ade of the Southern coast. Its leaders, it is true,
protest against these measures being considered in
the light of coercion; but this is a distinction
without a difference. The mere attempt to use
force will precipitate the country into a bloody
struggle between men of the same race and lin-

eage, and who, if the could only be taught to
think 60, have interests in every respect identical.
Nor will this conflict be confined to hostilities be-

tween the North aud South. Here in the North
there will be a division between the radical por-
tion of the Republicans constituting one party,
and the conservative elements resolving them
selves in o another; and whilst all this is going on
the Aduiiuisttation will be weakened by dissen-
sions in the Cabinet, rc-uiti- from the efforts of
the extremists to crush out the more moderate, as
well as from the jealous and heartburnings
growing out of the distribution the spoils of
o!h''t

Such is the aspect presented by the two con-
federacies as they stand to-da- Before a week
passes the worst anticipations to which the pre-

parations on sides point may be realized.
Should the administration of Mr. Lincoln attempt
to carry out its indicated intention of coercion,
we shall at once find ourselves in the midst of a
crisis the most dangerous and momentous that
has ever agitated the mind of a people. X. Y.
Herald.

Tlic Supreme C'eurt.
We have thought that Mr. Buchanan com-

mitted a grave error in his unceasing efforts to
commit the Democratic party to the opinion nf
th.- Supreme Court of the United Stitc-- . in the
Dred Scott case, as he construed that opinion, and
his proscription of those who did not agree with
him on that point; thus forbidding that free exer-
cise of intelligent investigation, and that right of
private judgment, which should be tolerated at
all times, without bringing the citizen in:-- , con-
flict with the Court, or subjecting him to the
charge of disloyalty or disobedience to the judg-
ment of the highest judicial in the land.

Mr. Buchanan's teachings on this subject were
not in accordance with the doctrine laid down by
General Jackson, as we think; and to his perti
nacit in pressing his views on the Democratic
party, much of the difficulty in which our organi-
zation was involved, during the last two years of
his administration may be traced.

But what shall be said of the views of Mr.
Lincoln on this subject? He has gone to the
other eitreme. and would by his doctrine reduce
the Supreme Court of the United States to a ery
low point indeed, with scarcely as much authority
a? we have been accustomed to accord to the de
cisions of a justice of the peace in the State of
Ohio. Such quackery as he exhibits in his refer-
ence to that grave tribunal, in his inaugural, is
beneath contempt. He exalts the Chicago plat-
form far above it. The farthest he would go in
the case of the Supreme Court, would be to con-

sider its opinions as entitled to "respect ami con-
sideration." while he regards the resolutions of
the Chicago platform as "law" to the Republi
cans ajj to himself Ohio Statesman.

t5? It was reported last night that the parties
we hinted at a few days ago as likely to engage
in an affair of honor, have already left for Padu-ca- h

to satisfy their wounded sensibilities by the
smell of gunpowder. The police were on the
watch all day yesterday but the belligerents slip
ped through their fingers like eels. This will be
another subject for an Ethiopian epic for the
Campbell.

WHOLE NO. 1.120

1 he Journal's idea of Impudence.
The Journal thinks it a cool piece of impu-

dence for an ex officer of State to defend himself
from attacks upon his official conduct. Several
Republican Senators took occasion the day
to make gross and unwarranted charges against
the late Attorney General. He took occasion to
respond to these allegations by addressing a com-

munication to the Senate, so that the refutation
might appear where the charges had been made.
It was read in the Senate, and a request made
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nounces the course of Mr. McDonald "an im-

pudent and insulting proceeding" damaging to
the dignity of the Senate we propose that the
public shall be advised of its character by pub-
lishing the communication. To show still further
the entire injustice of the charges of Senators
Steele and Meli.ett, we quote in connection the
following extract from the report of the Commis-
sioners appointed by the last Legislature to set
tic, adjust and collect the debt due the State,
two of whom Judge Elliott and Judge Otto
are Republicans aud one Hon. Norman Lddt a
Democrat:

Those who had entered these lands upon the
faith of "advanced certificates" became alarmed,
and sought terms of accommodation. The hold
ers and representatives of conflicting claims and
entries, after much negotiation and discussion,
finally agreed upon a compromise, which was
carried through the Legislaturein an act approved
March 5, 1857, to amend the swamp land law of
lvo2, and by its provisions legalized the ditching
contracts before that time made. Thus, I. v this
single act of thoughtless legislation, the last bar
rier opposed to these depredators the public do-
main, was broken down and destrovel

laniaxarous, Mar- h 3, 1861.
1o te Senate nf Indian.t.

In the debates of the Senate, as published in
the Indiana State Journal of the 1st of March, I
fiud the folowing:

Mr. Mellet said he agreed with Mr Cobb that
and has of the

of

of

be

of

of

Ieen worth much. Ills opinions h.l est the
State thousands and thousands and thousands of
dollars when he might have saved the State as
much or more than he had cost it. He never

a dMMM in reference to letting Democratic
office holders filching the Treasury but what it
was in favor of filching.
Injustice to Mr. Cobb it is proper to say that

nothing in his reported remarks could in the re- -

motest degree lie made to imply what the Sen- -

r it . . ,
mur lrum nenry so gratuit mslv assumes.

In regard to the charge that Mr. Mel lett makes
against my official action in the abtu e paragraph,
I desire to say that it is simply false in every
line and letter If Mr. Mel'.et h id desired to be
informed as to my official action it would have
been easy to obtain the information: and then he
might have lieen saved from perpetrating a libel
upon one whom he had no reason to asail
except a mere dtference of political opinions.

To show this I will cite one or two instances
out of many, which occured during my official
term. The late State Printer, (a personal as

j weil as political friend.) claimed that the act of
lföl), reducing the price of printing did not em
brace him, as he had been elected and given
bond before its passage, or if it did embrace him,
the act was unconstitutional. I decided these
questions against him and not being satisfied
with my decision he commenced suit by mandate

j against the Officer for the difference between the
prices allowed under the act of 1K9, and the old
law, which suit I defended for the State, as At
torncy General, while I remained in office.

Again, under the salary law of l.VJ Common
Pleas prosecuting attorneys claimed a salary of
$500 per annum, each payable out of the State
treasury. IJe question was referred to me. and 1

decided against them. A suit was commenced by
mandate in the courts ot this countv, and a de
cision was made in favor of the claim. I took an
appeal to the Supreme Court, and my view of the
law was sustained bv that court, and the cause
was reversed thus saving to the State about
$".21,000 per annum.

I have never given an official opinion that I do
not believe to be sustained bv the law, and none
certainly that I am not now willing to abide by
and if the Senator from Henry had been aa anx
ious to do justice both to the State aud to a polit
cal opponent, as he seems to be to acquire some
notoriety tor sharpne-- - at the expenseof bis char
acter for candor and fair dealing, he would HI
have gone out of his way to make wholesale
charges based upon no foundation in fact.

I also find in the same debate, in referring to
swamp land frauds, the Senator from Parke used
the lollowing language:

'.Mr. Steele said a great deal had been said on
this report. It had been tried for vearstoh.iNe
an investigation into these frauds by the Attorney
General, and it had alwavs failed."

This, like the statement of the Senator from
Henrv, is utterly untrue. In December, 1P56
immediately upon coming into office, I received
information that great and palpable violations of
the swamp land law had been perpetrated in the
county of Jasper, with the connivance ot some of
the then omcers of State, resulting in cross
frauds upon the State. 1 at once filed a bill on
behalf of the State in the Marion Circu it Court
(a copy of which I send herewith.; against the
officers of State and others implicated in the
frauds, and procured an injunction; the cause was
continued bv operation of law until the next term
of Court The Legislature met in January 1 50i
and passed a bill relating to the subject, the first
part of section two ol said bill was a follows:

"That all contracts heretofore made by any of
the swamp land commissioners with any person
or persons for ditching and draining any of the
swamp lands in any of the several counties of
this State to be paid for in swamp lands, may be
ratified and confirmed by such Commissioners."

This act originated in the Senate, a majority
of whom were Republicans, and passed that
bodv by a vote of 42 to '2. See Senate Journal
185, page 537. It passed the House by a vote
of W to 1. See House Journal, page 001. And
the present Senator from Purk- -. Mi Steel, then
a member of the House voted for it.

This bill virtually dismissed the suit I had in
stituted to investigate these frauds, by authoriz-
ing the very men who had perpetrated them to
ratify them, and from that time to this I have
never had any power over the subject as Attorney
i ieneral, except so far as it was made my duty by
a joint resolution of 159, to aid the Commission-
ers appointed to investigate the suspended debt,
and which duty I have the gratification of know
ing I performed to their satisfaction.

A respect for the good opinion of the people of
Iudiaua has induced me to so far depart from my
usual rule as to briefly notice these unfounded aa
saults upon my official action, and I ask, as s
measure of justice, that the refutation may be
h ard in the same place where the charge iave
been made. This privilege. I presume, no one,
not even those who have made them, will denv
me, for they ought, if they have been honestly
mistaken, to desire an opportunity to learn the
facts. J. . Mi Dosald,

L ite Attorney General.

For the Daily Stat Sentinel.
Is the Kouth Right In Dcmnndins; Xevrfonatitu tionu I tiuarantcr aa theCondition of Keiuaininaj in tb c

I M : on !

I desire to present this question to the pnblic
s i briefly that my article will be read, and yet so
clearly that it will be understood.

We may ask, first, what is a constitutional
guaranty, and why it is ever ordained?

Proposition 1. The experience of the past has
proved that unlimited power in Government is

inconsistent with the rights, the safety of the
governed that the latter can not rely upon the
sense of justice, or the promise to act up to it, of
the former.

Proposition 2. Especially is this found to be
the case in respajct to those matters wherein it
may be in the power cf the governing, or domi
nant party, the majority, to enact Taws which
shall operate upon the minority alone, and not
upon the majority which enacts them: for ex
ample, where the dominant political party is also
the dominant religious seet, aud. hence, ran en
act penal laws that shall not oppress themselves,
but only the minority, on whom their penalties
are visited.

Proposition T Hence, as the great political in
vention of modem times, first applied in America,
the idea of a written form nf government, called
a constitution, adopted by the people, defining
and limiting the power of the Government, giving
guarantees to the minority that they should not
be interfered with by the majority, in specified
matters.

Proposition 4. Constitutions are never invented
perfect, as adapted to all future times; bnt are
necessarily modified and altered to correspond

ith changes wrought by time. Hence, all of
the older States of the Union have already, and
within a period of eighty-fiv- e yean, amended
their several constitutions, from one to ten times,
by adding additional guarantees securing minority
rights. Hence, also, the United States, having
first organized under the articles of confederation,
in uta, and continued under them for eleven
vesxs, till l"t9, when the present Constitution of
the United States was substituted for those
articles, except the eleven amendments which.anave since, at ainerent times, been, in the same
spirit which it originally was framed, added to
the original instrument. See tke Amendments to
the Constitution of tke United State.

Proposition 5. If there is now any minority in
terest which the changes of time have deprived of
the security of constitutional guaranty, an amend
ment ought tobe added to the Constitution giving
that guaranty.

Proposition 6. The slave intc-e-at is such an in-

terest. When the Constitution was formed a
majority of the States constituting the Union
were slave States, and the others were engaged
in furnishing them slaves from Africa. The
slave in terest was then sufficiently protected by the
Constitution, because it was the majority interest.
No law could be enacted affecting it but by the
slaveholders themselves. Now, by the changes of
time the slave interest, amounting in value to
$2,000,000,000, has become a minority interest,
local to a section of the Union, and entirely at the
mercy of the Northern section, which now has a
majority in both branches of the Legislature, and
has the executive department of the Government

The Government now, therefore, can repeal or
refuse to execute the fugitive slave law; and
should it, the indefinite provision now in the Coo
stitutiou would be worthless. It can prohibit the
inter State slave trade; it can exclude slaveholders
from the common territory of the Union ; it car.
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, and
other places within the States belonging to the
General Government; it can. in short, indirect! f
destroy the value of this entire slave interest.
ask. then, is it not right, is it not in accordance
with uMige in all free Governments for the South,
this great minority interest, to ask guarantees of
protection? It it not the exact case presented
where guarantees are demanded and given? Do
the Republicans say thev will not disturb this in
tere-st- . and do not intend to? Then why not git e
the guaranty in order that the exposed minority
may have confidence and repose. Constitutions
are made for the very reason that promises can
not be trusted, and especially those of Republi
cans whose leading principle is hostility to the in
stitutions of the South.

Proposition 7. But. do the Republicans say, on
the other hand, that the institution is one so odiosxs
that they will not consent to its protection? Then,
certainly, the South is right in going out of a
Union that, st its formation, recognized the
right of slavery to protection, and now denies it.

Proposition f. The Republicans csu not refuse
constitutional guarantees protecting slavery, on
the ground that it is not sanctioned by the Bible
It is not, therefore, an irreligious institution.

Thf words translated sen ant in our icr-th- e

Scriptures, are doulos from the Greek vcraiou.
and serrus from the Latin, both of which mean
slave, and are translated slave in all profane
writer.

The old and new testaments both sanction
slave; and the former exjiressly sanctions th.
slave trade. Gen.. chap. 2o; tvrae from 44 to 46
inclusive.

Proposition 9. The Reih!icn can not refuse
the guarantv because slavery is against the law
of nations, 'it is not. See Chief Justice Mar
shall, in the case of the Antelope. 10 Wheaton, 66.
Slavery is not prohibited by the common law.
The slavery of white jersoiis. Anglo Saxons. wa
recogniied bv thj common law, and under it
tuch slavery existed iu England over a tbu-i- . i

years. It wa only African slavery that waa not
recognized bv the common law of EnglsnJ be
cause there were no Africans there to le the sssh- -

jects of it when the common law originate- -

Creasy on the English Constitution. W. nlsjr,l
Law Glossary, pages 515 to 51" inclusive.

Why then should the Republicans refuse the
guaranty .asked for in the Crittenden amen :

ment? Is it bccause.they assume to know better
what the South wants than the South heoeii
does? JiSTU.

'In line off Colored C itii
We copy the following report of the proceed-

ings of a "meeting of the colored cilisens" of
Chicago, which appears in the Chicago Tribune
of the 2th of February. It make no remarks
adverse to the sentiments announ-e- by the m

ing. The Tribune is the leading organ of the
Republicans of Illinois. Straws show which wsy
the wind blows. The Tribune ssys:

The meeting of colored ciliserM last night at
Knights' Block, for thepsjrpose of indorsing the
action of the Canadian Government iu regard to
the fugitive slave Anderson, was largely attend
el, and the proceedings were ol a most enlhusias
tic character.

A Mr. Williams waa BatlSkJ ka preside, and An
drew Williams elected Secretary.

The following resolutions were then read:
WiiutKAS, We believe in tli.it sacred emblem

of humanity, that all men are created equal, and
are endowed by their Creator with certain iualiei.
able rights, among which are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness; and

Whereas, We firmly believe thai ret
tanee to tyrants is obedience to God ; therefore.

Resolved, That we fully justify the course pui
sued by the slave Anderson, in taking the Ise of
his pursuer while defending bis own liberty, and
that we look upon him as a hero and a true Amer
ican.

Kesoltrd. That to England, proud, monarchia!
England, belongs the highest praise, for she hs
not only proved an asylum for the flying fugitive,
but she has given to man his birthright, freedom
to the slave, rights to the wronged, and declared
that no slave could, under the Ashburton treaty,
be delivered up. unless the offense he was charged
w ith wjs murder by the law of England.

Resolved, That we cordially recommend to our
people the noble example set them by our brother
John Anderson, and that we are now naüt6od
that our rights are in our own hands, and that the
public opinion of our white brethren of the North-
ern States will uphold and justify our peojtie in
practically enforcing the doctrine proclaimed by
Patrick Henrv "Liberty or death."

Resolved, That the colored people of the free
Northern States are American citicens; that we
love our countrv . that we believe that its Consti
tution, properly interpreted and enforced, would
give us our rights; that we believe the day is fast
approaching w hen the courts of this country will
do us justice; that we will look forward with pa
i cin e to the "good time coming," and endeavor
in all possible ways to become good, honest, in
dustrious citiiens.

Resolved, That in this man Aasiiaoii we see
the elements of usefulness; that by perseverance
and thorough application he may become an able
defender of human rights; therefore, we reeom
mend him to educate himreif for it is a basis
upon which he mut either stand or fall: There
fore.

Resolved, That the results arrived at in this
cause are vastly encouraging to ns as s jxv.pl. ,

that the conduct of John Anderson in taking the
life of Diggs, his pursuer, waa not only lawful
aud right, but brave and heroic, and entitles Inn
to a high position in the minds and affection d
every true lover of his country.

Retained, That with a full v iew of the ns
quence that mav follow, we now declare our tin
alterable determination to oppose and resist the
fugitive slave act, not only on accour of its
wicked and barbarous character, but because w
are satisfied that no man can obey that law with
out violating the Constitution of his country and
the law uf God. We are therefore dessrsjshssd
that no fugitive shall be taken from Chicago into
slavery, if It is in our power to prevent ft.

Resolved, That toward our fellow ddsjsj who
have recently t--'t us in foiling the piirposas
of the kidnapper and slave catcher, and haie
thereby brougrt indictments upon them-eh.-- ,

and are now under bonds, we have feelings of the
warmest irratitude and most unbounded repert :

and we promise them that we will be a aadssd
people iu doing anything that may be
to the successful termination of these

Resolved, That it was the anti-slaver- sex"
ment of the people that elected Abraham Lincoln
President of the United States That the prtsetit
political crisis will work much for the benefit of
our people, and that we greatly rejoice that Abi
ham Lincoln announced in Faneuil Hall, on
Washington's birth day, that he would rather !

assassinated on the spot than to surrender that
ptinciple which in due time would lift the we
from the shoulders of all men.

Pending the resolutions. Chancellor L. Jenks
made a speech. He commenced by giving a very
full and correct report of the Anderson caM.fmm
the time of the birth of the slave to the present,
which was listened to with marked attention, but
interrupted by occasional bursts of applause Mr.
Jenks then followed with a series of sentiment-- ,
giving several reasons why the whole people have
cs use for rejoicing in the turn the Anderson af
fair hd taken, and closed with an eloquent
ration, appealing to the ympathb- -

per
his bear- -

ers.
Among the audience attending this demonstra

tion we noticed many white persons of both sexes;
but. with the exception of Mr Jenks who was
loudly and imperatively called for by the color-- i
people they took no pert in the proceedings, and
behaved as becomingly as those more immediate hfl

interested.

Thk Teachings or Patbiots amd Statesmen",
oa the" For pees or the Repislic" o Slave
ar. Thia is a new work on a question now ex
citing the attention of the country, and it pr
fes sei to lie impartial and free from partisan bias
The Philadelphia Enquirer, in a review of the
book, says of it:

It relates to a subject of vital interest to the
whole people, and places within the reach of every
intelligent man and woman the opinions of the
founders of our Goi ernment upon that
the whole constituting a very adjnirable and
cinct history of slavery ui toe Laited sut


